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GUALE RAMEBLE

Girab your jacket, insect speay and come join members and guests
for a morning exploration!

FRIDAY, MARCH 11. Visit John Floyd's Bellevoe Ruins and
Family Cemetery at Fairfield. Meet 8:45 SHARP o1 Harrfen's Bluff
Exit off 1-95, at the Huddle House.

1f you arcn't on time you will not be able to “¢atch up” since the
group will have an escort 1o enter Rhone Poulene property fn Floyd's
Keck. After a moming of seeing some of the most interesting tabby
ruins on-the Georgia const, then a.Dutch Treat lunch i plienned at a
restwurant bo-be ennounced. Ploase note, that this trip iz on Friday, for
that is the only me that Guale Historical Society could enter the
COMpAny property.

BELLEVUE AND FAIRFIELD

In 1800, South Carotinians Charles and hiz soa Joha Floyd moved
from Mclntosh County 1o Cammden. Here, in what was to become
knovarnr as Floyd's Neck, they established two plantations Bellevyue
{Charles) and Fairficld (John). After the death of Charles, John
moved to Bellevae where he buili o mammoth tabby thres story
anchor-shaped dwelling. The Fairfield site then bacame the home of
John's son Chiarles Rinaldo - and here the family cemetery is located,
a5 well a5 a smaller graveyard where Charles B s buried.

The Floyds also had townhowses in St Marys which was not
uwneommon for Camden County plantation owners. Their 1ives,
hawever, centered around the plantation where, in addition o their
agriculiurs enterpriscs, they alsn buile boaes for the coastal trade - led
an ective social life with other plantation owners and practiced their
military skills is head of militia units on the o hundred sene parade
ground, so hardpacked after years of vic that no trees grow for over
a hundred years, until the land was plowed for imber production,

John Floyd. Credic: Bryan-Lang Historical Library

In season, snowdrops may be found around Bellevue as lone
sarvivies of the onginal lendscaping thar included meny plants
imported from the West Indics.

The John Floyd house itself remained in the family unil the 1870s
whea it was sold 1o former Floyd stave Pompey Floyd, who lived
there until his death. Hig widow still held the property until bought by
Howard Coffin in the 19205 when he began purting topather varicus
tracis into what beeame known as the Sea Istand pasture. (For mare
information, join Historical Society members for the March 11
cuting.)

Floyd Trivia: Charles R. Floyd beaded the expedition 1o chase the
Indizns from the Olkefenckes.

John Floyd supervised the bailding of & string of forts from the

Oemulges River to Alabama to protect the settlers there, and thea led
batties apainst Indians in Georgis and Alabama,

America’s [irst hunting club was organized in Floyd's Neck.

At one time John Floyd owned Litile Cumberiand, where he had
a potato paich,

Chacles R. Floyd was a gorssmith, a5 well as 2 military man, poet,
and artist, It is said thathe made Old Betsy, the gun that Davy Crockeit
still held at the Alamo.

Tris said, 100, that the last slave ship, the Wanderer, was hiddea in
one of the Floyd's Neck Creeks, (This story has several versions.)

Floyd property stretch from the Satillato Crooked River, and from
the Intercoastal Waterway o ULS, 17,

‘Thesa tales and more (o be told along the trek o the Floyd peoperty
on Masch 11, Come join us!!

ORDERS CAN NOW BE PLACED FOR THE
REVISED AND UPDATED CAMDEN'S CHALLENGE-
The book will be available carly summer, bat you must order
before May 1 totake advantage of the pre-publication price of $26.50.
Alier publication the price will be 530,00, See reverse side for arder
blank.
This updated county history inchudes chapters on Camden's
, = well as communities, schools, civic organizations,
churehes, modem Camden, Kings Bay and 456 familes! It ks a
limited edition hardcover book, sponsored by the Camden County
Hizorical Commission and published for them by W.H. Walfe
Assotaales, who speclalized in county and family histoiss. If you
have questions, call Eloise Thompson at 832-4587.

1994 SCHEDULE

Murch - Tour Bellevoe and Fairfield, 8:45, mesting at Hamriosn's
Bluff Exit, Friday, March 11,

Agpril - General meeling, to'be announced.

May - Ramble to Frederics and Lighthouse Museum on St
Simons

June-Augnst - Vacation

September « Ramble 1o Wayeross Heritage Center

Ogctober « Trip 1o Cumberland, members only

Nevember - General Meeting, Officers installation.

ADDITIONS TO 1994 OFFICERS
Directors: Gwen Thomes, Dot Barker, Jsanne Hort

DUES! DUES! DUES!

Cheek your mailing label, If 2 red star appeirs, (his means that the
Socicty records do not show that you have paid. If this ks e, then
mail to Mildred Walko, 800 Margaret Street, St. Marys, GA 31558,
52 - student, 58 - Individeal, 515 - Family. If you have paid, then get
in touch with Mildred at 852-5294.

Continued from Inst month, and updaced 10 2/21: Robert Ruchhoft,
Cincinnati, Ohio; Bill Blankenship family; Flem Hall family: Henry
Williams family; Roy Noston family, Stanley Walko family;
Muyebelle Gilfillan, Monte Vista, Col.; Bill Joyner; Kent Chauncey
{new), Orem, Utabh; Lovise Bailey; Dot Barker; Pauline Bossesdel:
Howard Davis, Jr, familly; Hareld Heagy, Daphens Junk; Beula King:
Yiles Mecks; Linda Wells; Edith Willingham; John Christian.

MORE ON WOODBINE'S CENTENNIAL

Somry some of you had to miss February's mecting. Woodbine's
history was well told in video. This collection of old photographs and
maovics - added to modern scenes and namated by Chock Perry was
un evening well spent. i you would like copies of this - which was
made a5 part of Woodbine's Centennial Celebration you may order
from the Bryan-Lang Historical Library, P.0. Box 725, Woodbine,
GA 31569, 325.00 ples $3.00 postage. Videos of the Womanless
Wedding held in Woodbine may be ordered form the Library alse.
These are 515,00 plus $3.00 postage.

Keep watching for funther Woodbine Centennial happenings - A
Walking Tour of the Historic District led by Senior Ciiizens well
wensed in the towns history will be on Sanrday, Masch 26th,

Coming up In Aprl will be a locally written and produced
historical pageant. Watch for dates and times,



OF INTEREST

"Uncasy Legacy: The Lynch-Greens Pardition ot Curoberland
Island, 1798-1802"

Society member Mary R, Bullard’s anicle appears in the wintar
issue of The Georgin Historical Quarterly and answers many of the
questions about General Nathanicl Greena's ewnership of Cumber-
tand Island. This writing with itz many maps fills o gap in the island's
carly history, so you will want o read it!l Copies are in the Bryan-

Luong Library,



