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LET'S LUNCH AT LINDA! .

“Saturday, March 7- come visit the plantation Linda fn
Brantléy County. Lunch will be served at 12:00, $6 per
persen. Reservation MUST be made by Stibday, March 1.
Thisis a rare opporiunity arranged by ngmm Chairman
Rodney Sheffield. The plantation house und site is owihed
by the Satilla Hunting Club and invitations arerare,

SCHEDULE: Saturday, March 7, 9:00 meet at Bryan-
Lang Library in. Woodbine, Then ramble.a bit-in nerth
Camden befare venturing over'to Linda. After lunch; the
groupwill visit the grounds and Shetfield arave sites. Den't
forget to make reservations for vou and quests by March 1.
Call Rodney at 729-5245 of Elnise at 882-4587.

WHAT IS LINDA?

st inside the Brantloy Cﬁunt;r ling, on :he road

between Tarboro and Atkinson, a stralght-as-an- arra.-.r lang

shaded by moss covered oaks leads to a large white frame
house, " [t is:said that this lane onee extended to-another
home faur miles away still stralght enough that a spy glass

Linda Planiation House

could u;a:;:ll chver arriving and departing guests antil they .

had renched the safetiof either house:

Sereened porches provide rocking space and 2 view of

the spacinis grounds with thair surrounding anclent freas,

The house now standing is'sabd tohane bean built just before

the: Civil War, replacing a brick one that burned.

Behintl the house runs the fresh; tannicridh Satilla River
outlined by sandbars with coarse white sand as white as
that of any coastal heach.

Altheugly this Tinds Plantation site was huught bay the
Satilla” Hunting Club from the King family in 1922 and
now: i bewisited enly- by members and thelr guests, it
has been the home of several Camden Counly connected
Families, .

Revelutionary Soldier West Sh:szm]d (1747-1830),
grandiather to many present day Camydan County residents,
was the first known to occupy this property.

Shieffield'was a nativeof Berth Carchina, but also resided
in South Carclina at cne time.  Helis 5]1-;:45111 in Camden
County: records as early 8317949 - He was granted qu:&s
County _rl.!..erimnt property (in the section now Brantley),
probably the same site now knoiin as Linda,

Although' the King family is the one most closely
associated with' Linda Plantation; it was actually their
ancestor James Fort who made the first purchase of land in
this vickity, about bwo milss north of the Sheffield property

about 1800, He lateradded to his holdings when he bought
the Sheffield Plantation.

M, Fort becanie a prospernus planter and was active In
Wayne County politics, serving as justica of the inferior court;
state Senator, & comrssionet of 'u'u'a;.ma Cuuni'y Acaclemy,
and icouny survayor,

In 1823, James and Ma:rha Gibson Fort's only child
Mary: Eleancr Gibson Fort married her tuter Stephen Clay
King. Mr Fort built the brick home, (Hat later burmed, for
thern. He then maved to the Sheffield-house, which was
Inherited buhis grandsonJames Fort iKing. ‘Mr. King managed
the Fort plantations well and fncreased their value several
fold,

Diher Bort/King famik plantations are still familiar names
in Camden: County: Maryfield, located farther down the
Satilla; Wernion, on the Satilla betiween Maryfleld and Duncan

- Clinch's Refude; College; Tabor, Rice was' their principal

£rop.

A description of the prasent Linda house printed i a
1938 Brantley Enterprise says itwas built of “the finest timber,
The stairway miling is said to be finest mahogany and hand-
carved ornaments adorm the ceilings insome of the rooms?,

Tradition says that the plantation name came when Mrs:
S.C0 King visited: New York just before the' Sl War and
attended the cpara LINDA, and thought i was a suitable
name for thely beautiiul setting oa the Satilla,

Ain 1BBY writer found at Linda ©.. culture of & rave order;
an alr of refirement pervades the entive place.” At that s
James Fort King was ving there: -

The 1938 Brantley news article ends with this "The
people whe it the Linda: place wera arfstacrats of thein

: day. They seamisd to have bl regalliy and to have lived the

same style ... The prcud peeple af Liricla Plantation have
long since pausad o and ax the lonelytormbs signify, another
day with'its different people and activities has come 1o the
cld place. Linda Planfatien - music of operas, memonof a
bygone civilization: But always a beautiful spnr on the'bright
Satilla”
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'WHO ARE THE PEOPLE OF
LINDA PLANTATION?

Much of the following Tnfermation may be found. in
several volimes of PIONEERS OF WIREGRASS GEORGIA
WEST SHEEFIELD

Mr. Sheffield was born December- 13, 1747 In Buplin
Caunty, North Careline. By 1794, hewas livingin Camden
County, He first married Susannah Sherrod (1754-1802} in
1775, Thelr childron wera:

Aaron- Tison, martied Susannak

" Mississippi. :
Sherod, martied Elizabath Kemp
! Ery:mt married Elizabeth Clgl;lszn. developed White
Srrings Resort in Florida
Pliny, married Mary Mitchell, mioved o Thomasville
* Flora; married Willlam Atkins, m_::n;.l'eH to Florda:
Catherine, marrled Tgnatits Grantham: Wm. Seaman

5 moned - to

In 1797 West Sheffield married Elizabeth Randa]l{l‘??ﬂ
184]8-] Their children were:
Randall, unmarried *
John, ancestor of Camden County des:endamﬁ



Born 1804, died 1883. Married Sarah Cook (1806-
1895). Both are burled in Zion Cametary.
Wast Sheffleld married third Martha
children: He died September 22,1830, He and his second
wife are hurled at Linda Plantation. Graves marked.

JAMES FORT ; :

James Fort was borniin 1765 in Morth Caroling, the
son of Jeseph Fort. He married in 1796 Martha, the
daughter of Stephen Glbson. He moved from Morth Carlisa
o Georgetown, South Caroling, then to Giynn County, [ater
buying the lands of West Sheffleld. He lived here until his
death Manch 22, 1848, !

Mary Fort, boyn in 1808, was the onby child.

Mrz. Fort died 1857/58.  She and her husband
with Me and Mrs. Gibson are buried'in unmaried
graves at Linda:

SFEPHEN CLAY KING :
Mary Fort married her tutor Stephen Clay Eﬁ'.!ng. wheo
~was a New England native ‘and brother to the prominent
Thomas Butler King of Giynn County,

S.C. King was hu::-rn Aprll 27, 1786 and moved to
Georgla in 1822,

He and: Mars Fort married Janeary 1; 1823, Their
children were;

James Fort, borm 1824, married Lowlsa Clark, daughter

of Archibald

Martha Gibson, born 1826, married John Hull

Hanry Clay, borm 1830, marred Jean Parand

All the other children:; Stephen, Dantel, Hannah, Mary

Ann, William, Cornella, all died sirigle. Dnewrltmg
suggests that they all died of uberoulosiz.

Jarnes Fort gave his homeplace to his danghter and
moved into the Shefileld log cabin. After Mr. Fort's death,
his grandsen James Fort King managed the plantations.

The grandsen’s obituary in 1902 tells that he wis
" . highly respected and henored by all who knew him and
dea.rly loved by a host of frlends who were intimately
associated with him. " He was born in 1824 near the very
spot where he was burled, he grew up to have that Jove of
nature which was one of the distinguishing traits of this
character.” - :

James Fort King, his wife and several bodies of the
King children whose graves were marked, were all moved
from Linda to Homeward Cemeateny.
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BUSINESS OF THE SOCIETY

A report from the Febriary meeting of Guale Histarkcal
Saclety shows this activity: James Stacy was officially alected
as & director.. This is a three vear term. Roy and Iris Narton
were appainted nominating co-chairman.

. No.

A committaa headed bir Rodney Shelfield was na.ml.i
to loeate “missing” cemeteries in Camden: County,. Other

. committee members are Charles Thompsen; Bill doyner,

Helen Lang, and Joyee O CQuinn. vl ks of any Isclated
cemeteries please let one of these members khow..

% ook ok ok
OTHER SOCIETIES

Geargia Historical Sociaty has armounced its contining

* lecture series with Frank Wheeler, assistant director, to speak

on March 12, 7:00 at Hodason Hall. His subject *In Search
ol Savannah Rivar Plantations”, :

Huxtord anma!ngbcal Soclety has bequn an exprarnsion

_ program: for its library and is seeking conteibitions. This

private, nonprofit organization receives no government funds. -

= If vou would like to make & tax deductible contribution, send

to the Soclety, PO, Bax 595, Homerville, GA 31634,

THE STORY OF SAMUEL HARVILLE traces the history
of a premiinent Georgla family back into the 1700s. This

‘hardbatked book inchudes pictures and officlal documents.

[t may be crdered postpald for $48 from Alma Hopper, 204
Wellmgh:\n Circle, Statesboro, GA 30458
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MEMBERSHIPS

Mew and renewed between Jan. 13 and Feb. 10: Midge
Mathews, Raleigh; Hobert Patterson Famihy, Winter Springs,
FL: Hirv Shirley Farily; James Stacy Family; Ardis Bennett
Family; Howard Dawls Family; Shitley Thompson; Henry
Williams Sy, Farally; Edith Willingham:; Douglas Nelson
Family; Pat Talley; Carol Ruckdeschel; Helen Lang [new;
Comelia McChird {new); Juanita Brooks; John Christian
Family; Frank Sheffleld Family: Rodney Sheffield Family:
Robert White Family {new), Fernandina; Hazel Marr,

If you have not renewed your membership, pleasedo so
- gend to Treasurar: Mildred Walke, B00 Margaret Strest; 5t

Marya, GA 31558,
FAMILY %15 INDIVIDURAL $!_3' STUDENT %2
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REMINDER:

RESERVATIONS FOR THE MHRCH 7TH .RAM.BLE AND
LUNCH AT LINDA MUST BE MADE BY MARCH 1_CALL
RODNEY 729-5245 OR ELOISE 8824587,



