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RAMBLE RAMBLE RAMBLE
TRADER'S HILL IN CHARLTON COUNTY

Age you ready for a fall frip? Check your calendar fur
Priday Qerober 13111 Yes, it is Friday the thirtcenth and yes
wie will visit w cemetery as part of the ramble. Come join the
rest of the members and auesis!!

BETAILE: Mest w the old Winn Dixic parking lol in
Kingslanid peross from the Kingsland United Methadist
Church. Will Jeave at 500 aan. SHARPH Then it's on to
Trader's Hill, west ol Falkston:

(1 wou choose to maet the geoup there, take Highway 23/
121 fram Folkston, the same one that goes to the Glkelenokes,
After you puss the Highway Department headguarters and
cross Spanish Creek, vou will sée sipns to the Trader's Hidl
Recreation Center. Follow those signs, it paved all the woy.)

Alter a morning of sirolling, focking, listening, and con-
versalicd, the proup will retuen w Falkston foe o Dutch Trent
lunch ot the Okelenckes Restautant. They serve o delicious
couniry style noon buaffet.

Beflore the tour you might wint o do some preliminary
reading. Three sugrested books: Alex MeQueens' HISTORY
(F CHARLTON COUNTY, This history was eriginally pub-
lished in 1932 and has since been reprinted. Lois hay's
SETTLERS OF THE OKEFENOKEE gives the stordes of
families in and near the Swamp and their ways of Bfe in years
gong by, CHARLTON COUNTY GEORGIA HISTORICAL
NOTES, published by the Historical Commission m 1472
birings the Bistory of Charlton County up to dote from 1932 to
its publication date,

WHAT IS TRADER'S HILL?

Onee this counry seat of Charlton Counly, it dates to Indiin
times when Forl Alert, garrisoned by Federal troops, was set
up there.in the 100 for the protection of the settlers moving
inte whal had been Indian termilory,

This site is al he head of navigution anthe St Marys River
and wis one of the most important trading centers in the ared,
Along with fthe stockade came a few stores and harrooms 1o
serve Lhise Tiving in the surmounding area.

Mr. MeQueen's Charlton history describies the commu-
nity, “The prncipal industry of this old town was trade
between the siorekeepers and the pioneer furmers and this was
chiefly the exehunge of merchandise, shat and powder, for
furs, hides, waol, cotton, beaswax, wilow, cto. Every sfore-
keeper was a tader and every mercantile catablishment cor-
ried, asamitterof course, o well-stocked bar. These bars were
responsible for frequent brawls lor the pioneer was, al imes,
a hard-danking, tighting individval, but these fights were
usually of the fist and skull varely although several killings
were credited o old Trader's Hill."

A twvo-story wonden conrhouse wis built when Traders's
Hill became: the counly seat after Charlton Connty was
formed from portions of Cunden and Wane countics, Tt
remaingd the seat untl 1901, long after Falkston had become
the leading rown of the coenty when the ralroad opened in
1581,

Conrt sessions brought mostof the county’s male popula-
tiom, who arrived by horse, mule or axen, The men coaked and
slepl sround camplires and were entecluined with fist fights
and horse mcing,

The jail was an unique buildingaccording to Mr. McCQueen
" high strueture biailt of hewn logs and the logs suedded with
spikes, and the only entrance being atthe Lop of the first story,
When & prisoner was carried up g stairway one story he was
then sent down a ladder into the jail, and the Indder was then
withdrawn.” The opening wis i trapdoor padlocked from the
outside with no elisinee lor an escape,

A post offlee was established at Trade s Hill in 1832 with
Tohn Mizell as postmuster. The office was discontinued in
L9133 when the mail wes picked up in Folkston.

The first Masonic Lodge for Charlton wes established

there in 1854 and remained active until 1870 when it was
moved o the now dead town al’ Centerville, then later to
Folkston.

In 1957, T visited Trader's Hill with my Crundfather Tom
Dean, He had lived there 25 a by in the 1830's and pointed out
tuy af the old holse sites. At thuttime, the rebuiltehurch wsed
only un special occasions was the ouly remaining building. His
Gather B, F, Dean was o Methodist preacher and conducted
serviess at Prospeet several miles away and also toupht school.
They fived in the 0ld Halcher houseand in 1957, the hoose sie
cotild be foested by @ magnolia tree and two onks that were
stinding when he was 1 hoy, Grandfather said chae he snd his
Brathers and sisters were not allowed to swim inthe tver, but
that they coulid fsh on Saturdays. They cauglt nothing until the
Bryant family taught them ta use No. & black sewing thread snd
small kooks. Then they could catch enough for the large farmily.
He remembered the Bryant store and these other families living
there: Jahnsons, Lees, Matloxes; -in 1l shout fifty people in the
seftlement,

Lois Mays described the old Trader's Hill Church in her
SETTLERS OF THE OKEFENOKEE. “... a square, unpainted
wooden shingle-roofid building in the ceater of a cluster of
large aak trees an the crest of the hill. Facing toward the narth
it wiss et high epon hewn lightwood foundations, with steps
leading up to the two front donrs, Tnside were two rows of
ciamfortable boasd benches that lad Mzey nap surlsces, a result
of being lovingly serubbed so many limes with white fiversand.
o Tor light during evening services, they it six kerosens lamps
which haal sliny meral reflectors and were atlached to the side
witlls,”

Mr. MeQueen poctically described the anclant town site:
*..skirting the old site on the south the magnificent St Marys
River placidly flows toward the Atantic Ocean, and through
the giant, moss-deapad oaks the south wind still spenks of Geroe
combats, noble sdventures and sweet romances of an almeost
forgoten past.”

TRADER'S HILL CEMETERY

We il he visiting this slso, 1t s located near the site of the
original Trader's Hill Methodist Chorch and is one of the oldest
in the county. Burials are listed in the Charlton County history
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A sketeh of Traders il around 1910 as recalled by
Miss Annie Keene.
(Ficture Credits Lois B, Movs)



showing Bryanls, Peeples, Tracys (who lived across the dver),
Drunbars, Gowens, JToneses, Gays, Chessers, Brocks, Johnsons,
anid others, Many deascendants s1ill live nearby,

IN MEMORIAM

Guale Historical Soctety Momber (995

dim Tulley
QUICK QUIZ ANSWERS

Al mformation 5 Gund in CAMDEN'S CHALLENGE,
Questions 1o September newsletier: The Indians bad two
names for Cumberland Island, Tacatécoro, the same name
they gave thee St Marys River and Misso (sometimes Wisso)
menning Sassafras. The Sponish nomed Comberland San
Pedro. Methedism®s early leader visited Cumberland while
staying at Fraderica, His jourmal contained a pood description
of Fort 5t Andrew. Phineas Miller, the husband of Caty
Greene, widow of General Nathaniel Greene, died from lock-
Jaw after being pricked by the thom of an orange tree. Admirsl
Covkburn, the same manwho oceupied Washington, occupied
Cumberland Island afier the War of 1812 had ended.

LIVE OAKS

Arecentarticle in the TRIBUNEtells of the interest Rotary
Exchange stodent Gillian Milne has in the live ooaks of S
hlarys, most particulardy those that were registered with thic
Louvisiana Live Dk Sociery several yewrs apo, Dee Pace
headed this commitles for Guale Historical Socicty and
numher of trees because of their size were recognized, Many
were pamed for locul citizens, some no lopcer living, hdost
were on cily property ind some such us the Washington Oalk
‘o longer stand.

Among the caks named were: Hurris, Mignon Sterling,
Gy, Anstin, Trapnell, Baker, Gilman, Gillican, Clark, Pratr-
Wood, Dedge, Purdy, Hernandez, Bailey, Tillery, Mclowell,
Mills, Wright, Wildes, Land, Barker, Flood, Rudulph, Ellint,
Whiddon, Hall (2.

Thiz 15 & praject that as beca [tled for many years, aml ilis
well L know that ance apain that it is vnderway.

FAREWELL OUT ON A LIMB

Many Historical Seciety members have been avid readers
of La¥izee Smallwood's penealogy coliinn as they have
searchad Tor help as bepinning os well gs experienced re-
searchers inaguest lor family information, Now she has hung
up her pen, typewriter, PC, or whalever hetped her 1o produce
those outsinding columns for seventoen years, How will we
know when seminars are scheduled? When new research
material i oul® Her hints and helps will be soreby missed!
Thank you for the Iast seventesn yeors, LaViece, and thank
you, 1a. for the outstsnding support that you have given all
historieal profects here in Camden County,

FROM OTHER SOCIETIES

Charlton County Historical Society is expanding it space.
They huve bean using a small soem wt the Folkston libeary for
display area ond now that the library has moved into a new
building, they have bought the old one. They are busy now
painting and preparing for opening day, The pian o be open,

af first, oné day a week using volupteer help. They will
appreciate donatiens or loans of artifacts or research material
Ul relate b Charlton connty, If you have something that will
be useful contact them ot P.OL Box 575, Folkston, GA 31537,

The Georgia Historical Society’s [ull lecture series will
continue on Celeber Twith Dr. Charles Hudson of the Univer-
sily o Georgia speaking on “Lmagining the High Priest of
Coosa,”" On Movember 2 Chris Trowell will ik shout *Lifeon
the Okefenokes Frontier.” { You remember Society members
who went on the Okefenokee Bumble were forunate enough
te hear oneof Chris's presantation there. ) These are held in the
Bociety Library ar 501 Whitaker Streer, Savannah on Thursday
evenings af 700,

FROM BRYAN-LANG HISTORICAL LIBRARY

A sugpestion - if vow ard forlunate enough to bold an old
family Bible, would vou be willing to Let Dr. Christion
pliotecopy the family sheets and title page for the librare's
filesT Over thine fermilies become sa widely seattered and Have
na ided wherne the old Bible Rig gone. Nothing is more exciting
1o a researcher than to find te handweritten information so vitl
Lo & Fumily history. IE your are oul-of-lown and have one felated
to Camden Counly, would you please copy and muil to him at
PO, Box 725, Woodbine, G4 31568,

ELECTION DAYS ARE HERE AGAIN

You will probably see no posters or read pds for vacunt
positioms en Guale Histotical Society buard, but the nominat-
ing comimiiiee mighl be contscting YOU! Please consider
which vacaney you might he able ta [l when they call?

The following have served a pood year, most of them have
sarved many pord years - please el them thank you for jobs
well dons!

19495 Otficers: President & Archivist - John Christian
Vice Pres. & Program Che. - Henry Willinms
Treasurer - Mildred Walko
Rec, Sec. - Camolyn Covert
Cor, See. & Mewslatrer T, - Eloise Thompson
Drirectors - Chirles Thom paon, Teanne Hurt,
Eebe Williams
Commitice Ch; Mailing « Minnic Tohnzon & Dot Holstun
Cemetery - Stanley Walko
Orange Hull - Linda Love
Membership - Dot Holsiun
Mom, Comnt - Betsy Thomuos
Publicity - Bill Blankenship

Red marks still remiain on some of your labels meaning you
must ave overlooked paying vour 1995 dues, Dues for 1996
will be pavable in Junuary. Those who have become Dp-to-dats
siniets the Jast newsletter and before 920 Terry Floyd Family,
Henry Willkaens, Jro. Family, Carl Mecks Family.

Duey should be mailed to Mildred Walko, 200 Margaret
Street, 51 Marys, GA 31558

Family 315 Individoal 88 Student 52

W will Took forward to seeing you on Octaber 13, 9:00
a.m, for a good Rumble to Trader’s Hilll!1!



