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HISTORIAN AND AUTHOR BUDDY
SULLIVAN
GUEST SPEAKER
RICE CULTURE ON THE GEORGIA COAST
JLAN TO MEET, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13
£T. MARYS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
7:00, Executive Session 6:30

Buddy Sullivan. manager of the National Estuarine Sanciuany
on Sapeks Island, has been nesearching and writing aboud coastal
Gecrgia since 1985, Since that time e has published seven books
imchiding FARLY DAYS ON THE GEORGIA TIDEWATER. a
histany of Melntosh County. THE DARIEN JOURNAL OF JOHN
GIRARDEAL LEGARE. RICEGROWER is his most recent pulli

Catian

His many activities include acting as regional vice president of
the Georgia Historical Socety, president of the Lower Altaznaha
Histerical Socehy, and a regular kecturer in the Constal Historical
Sac ety's series of events presenting An Ovendew of the Georgla
Cog gt

Mr. Sullvan has recently receved a Centficate of Commen-
dation from the American Association lor State and Local History
Fer hiis writings on coastal Geongia hastany. He will be among the
spatakirs ot the Georgla Historlcal Soclety's fall meeling in

The masville speaking on Rice Culthvition on the Georgia Tidewa:
ter: Links with the Red Hills of South Georgia

I has been the pleasure and privilege of Guale Sociely
resnbers 1o fave hisd Buddy Sulfven as guest speaher before. I
you wire fortunate enotgh to have beard him, then vou will need
ra arging to return for one of his exciting programs. But i vou
hawen't been so lortunale, then this is your epporunity,

Copies of his latest bool will be available a1 the end of the
meviing,

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF MEETING PLACE: 50
Marys United Methodist Chareh, Weshny Clissroom {ofl breeze-
way by sanciuany - signs in front of buiiding will direct you), The
chiuch i located on East Convers Street bebind the police station

Evwecnion OF OFRACERS

Ca-chaimmen Roy and Iris Nordon have prepared a date of
officers for 1999, They will be vored an at the October meeting,
and g0 into office in Januan,.

Prewemt officers are:  President Jdobn Christian
e Priss. Eleise Thempson
Rec. Sec Stsain Lo
Conr. Sec Visginia Christian
Trias, Mildred Walko

Dhreciors elected in 1997 serve thiee year terms: James
Stiwy, Charles Thompson, Bebe Williams,

Novemeer Meetivg — A Ravsie
Dretaile will apgrear In November newsletter, but be prepared
far i visit 1o the west side of Camden and on 1o Charltan County

se g Calerain, the Mills family cematery, old Sardis Church and
Tradders Hill, Wisich for the neit newsletter,

WaaTt 15 THE GuaLe HisToRICAL SOCIETY?

Dhganizing meetings were held in 1975 with Mac Bundette of
the ZAPDC inow Coastal Georgia Reqional Development Conter)
and officers of Cosstal Georgia Histarical sockety Jas consullants.
Inte ested potential members met numenous mes at Dol Barker's
home to assermblie mailing lists and nvitations were sent,

Thee first lull scabe meeting was held at the St. Manys Methodist
Chapel and a call was made for a name lor the infant socloty. John
Batlzy submibtted the nome Guale Historical Society, since the tepm

Gaale {pronounced walley) indicated the entire coastal region, and
nal merely Camden County. Coastal Georgia Historical Society
oftered a savings bond for the name selected. Johin then served as
the first prestdent of Guale Histarical Socteny

A gormumittes was formed 1o draw up bylaws, and ihe Historical
society was off and runaing. Through the years o major projects
of the Society hava been the cataloging of Oak Grove Cemateny and
suppart of Bryan-Lang Historical Library, Rambles have extended
for St Augustine and Fi. Gearge Wland on the south, 1o Sapelo
Island on thi nerth and polnts In between, Speakers from throughe
outt the region have presentad outstanding programs and member-
ship has growm from a handil to 57 famiy members and 71
individuals.

Gazale Historical soctety s well an its way 1o another suecessiul
neenly vearst

What Does im Mean 1o B A Memeer oF GuaLE

HistoricaL Sociery?

to disconer Carnden County, established in 1777

to learn the hachground of this historical and unique reglon

10 b a member of anorganization dedicated to the preservation
of the past. while moving 1o the futore

to attend exciting programs bringing the past 1o life

tor travel throughout this region on rambles visiting historical
sltes

I recelve newshetters bringing updates on historical events

Rice Cuvture iv Campeny County

Rice growing wes one of Camden’s leadiing industrics in the last
cemtury with of lenst eight major plantations akong the streams of the
county. Small farmers often grew an upland vaniery of this popalar
staple for their families’ use

Rice was a peculiar crop - Il was not just planted and plowed,
trut had to be penodically fooded i its varous stages so that its
growth depended on the eb and fow of the tide. But it could be
grown anly far enouah upstream In the section of the rivers where
the water was nat oo saly to hasm the rce. 2 nasrow steatch of ondy
about ten miles,

Rice growing was so labor intensive with clearing of swampiand
building of dikes and dugaing of canals to food the fields that after the
Civil War ended. it began to decline. Only two major plantations
continuied with commiercial rice growing in this century, Owen's
Ferry and JK. Bedel's Woodbine Plantation. Today Manfield
Plantation’s cwner has revived the art of rce growing and s
preducing “Ararmatic Rice”, available lncally a1 Rawd's in Woodbine.

Larger rice plantations found along the Satilk were Cohen Hill,
Gatehouse, [azielurst, Ivanhoe (Owen's Ferny, Mangdield, Pine
Dale, Hefuge, Woodbine Tree covered dikes can still be seen in the
old fields now overgrewn with marsharass. At low tides the trenis
gates 10 Jet water in and out) may be seen along the Satilla,

State owned Hobwyl Plamation an US. 17 north of Brunswick
offers a book at rice growing with walks slong the suniving dikes and
its museum stoched with seale models trunks and rice mplements,

Rice Boat at Owen's Ferry. Rough rice wis shipped from
Camden County to Savinmah for processing.



GeneaLocy Corner -- TimotHy Hopkins

This inlormation eomes from CHARLTON COUNTY GEOR-
Gla HISTORICAL NOTES 1972

Rice grower and cwner of Pine Dale Plantation Timothy
Hupkins was ko in 1777 in South Carofina, He wae the son of
Joan Hopkins of England, who came to the Uinited States by way
of Charleston, The elder Hoplins began as & cabin boy and soon
be-ame captain of his own vessel, carming passengers and freighi
frem St Manys 1o Charbeston. Timothy's mother was Sarah
Thomae, the daughter of Johin Thomas of South Carciina,

Timothy marmed on March 21, 1796, Sarah Lofton of St
Marys, the daughter of John Lofton of East Florda, He first
acuired property with his father in 1789 ar Indian Springs on
Cumberland Island. He would later acguire other large racts which
bezame Pie Dale and Cedar Hill plamiations,

He was a shoemaker and merchant in Jeffersonton, a5 well as
plamter, Timothy Mophins died December 11, 1832 and is buried
it Cedar HIll, aborg waith te of bis grandehiklnen,

Tizsothy and Sarah Hopking hed one 2on, Wilkam Timothy,
bom in Camden County. Wilkam miarried flrst Ehzabeth Chevalier
and thasy Bad three children. He next married Elizabeth Riphey and
they had four chiddren, among them Francis Joseph, who remained
an thie plandation and contimed to grow ree. He and his wife Fannie
Dian Brown had ten children, who were reared on Pine Dale
Plantation. This plantation remains in the Flophins lamily today

From ™HE CemeTERY COMMITTEE
Rexiney Sheffield, cometery committee head, has announced
it well enver 1O cemetenies, previousk) unknown, have been
iontified in Camden County, As the weather coois and mosguitoes
disappear, wark will resume on cataloming them. I vou can help,

phease contact him at 7295245,

OTHER NEWS

The HIBEBARD FAMILY REUNIOM will meet in S1. Marys the
wisekend of October 23 with headgquariers at the Riverdew Hotel
Thesedescendants of earhy St Marys resident John Hibbard coming
fromn througheout Georgia and Florda will gather at the Riverview on
Friday at 6000 The hinchenn meeting on Saturday 12-30 at the
Hivervaew will feature speaker the Reverend Harold Lawrence,
pestor of the First United Methodist Church in Milledgevifle and
Mathodist Conference historan, Limcheon costs $10

The group will sttend chierch at the St Mangs United Methodist
Church on Sunday moming

If ot are interested, please contact Sandra Brown at 404-636-
5002 and leave message before Octaber 16,

Savannah's HOLIDAY TOUR OF HOMES in the historic
district will be held Satrdmy and Sunday, December 12 and 13
Ticketsare $22 each, group rate for 15 crmore s 317 per person.
Tizher applications will be available ab the Guale Histoncal Society
mizeting

COASTAL GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY annourndes
Hurricanes as its topic for B fall meeting. Meleorologist Al Sandrik,
whio recently spoke af the 51 Mary City Libramy, will be the speaker,
Thiis weill be on Sunday, Octobaer 18, 1998 at 3.00 at Fort Frederica
Muticnal Momument on 510 Simons. This meeting is free and open

to the public,

It also announces a s weeks course entithed An Overview af
tha Georgla Coast to be held on conseculive Wednesdays beginning
Septermber 30 al Oglethorpe Point Elementany Schoal on St
Simons. The dasses will be from 6:30 10 8:30 and will run until
Mevemnber 4. Buddy Sullivan will focus on the major islands along
the coast and cover historical events in e coastal towns, The cost
Is $45 and registration can be made by contacting the CGHS at
91 2-638-4666.

SAPELO: The newly restored Sapalo lsland lighthouse was
dedicated and relilt on September 6. A geven month 1500000
restoration project placed thes 1820 Bghthouse in working order
paain. It had nat been in use sinoe 1905, The oil house and range
beacon on the site were alse restored. The lighthouse has now
becomse part of the historical Interpretative wurs of the istand,

GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY™S FALL LECTURE
SERIES contirues on October 22 with Dr. John Viath's "Back of
the Big House: the Architechure of Plantation Slavery,” This will be
at Hodgson Halk in Savannak, 7:000,

Thank Yous To ...

Mary Bullard, who sent flowers honoring charter membsers of
Guale Historical Socbety tor 20 vears of activity,

Shirbey Thompson, Bebe Willilams and Nell McClusd for great
refreshments for the 2(th vear pary,

Bili Blankenship and library staff for hosting a standing room
omhy crevd at the last meeting.

Bob Hurst for an outstanding program.

CAMDEN PRINTING COMPANY sends its apologhes lor the
mizup on kast month's meeting pisce, In all faimess - in the eighteen
years they have printed GUALE WEWS, this is the only time soch
a blip has happened. So thank you lor many years of a great
refationship,

NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS since 9/98: Bill
Blankenship Famiky {also "99); Harry Mills Family, Fermandina
(mew), Benneth Mills Family, Fermandina (new); WLC, Hirky
FamihyAgnes Mefrthur (plso "99): Carcl Rowltand (alse "99); Carcl
Jones, Tallahasses (also "39)

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES ARE FAMILY, $15
INDIVIDUAL 28 STUDENT $2

Memberships are due on Jamusry 1 of sach vear. (Some
mermibers vall find a red star on matling isbels Indicating 1998 dues
harve not been paid, | Any new member that pays in October or later
ts considered paid for 1999, SEND PAYMENTS TO - Mildred
Walko, 800 Margaret Strest, St Mangs, Ga 31568

In MEMORLAM

Auprey Crews Bruce



